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Draft available for public comment on the ATSDR website (1).

“ The measurement of lead excreted in urine following an
Injection (intravenous or intramuscular) of the chelating agent,
Calcium disodium EDTA (EDTA provocation) has been used
to detect elevated body burden of lead in adults (2,3,4,5) and
children (6,7), and is considered to be a reliable measure of
the potentially toxic fraction of the lead body burden (8).”
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Inchem Statement

The excretion of lead provoked by
chelating agents, such as Ca-Na,-EDTA, Is
thought to reflect the biologically active portion of
the body burden. It is probably a more sensitive
Index of over exposure and excess absorption
than the Pb-B level since, clearly elevated
values have been reported in cases of only
marginally elevated Pb-B levels.
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